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EYCN Events

Dear Peter

In your recent EIIL alumni interview you mentioned a challenge that today 'everyone' has so much access to 
news, geopolitical information and speculation, and that one role of the CEO is to reassure colleagues, 

investors and other stakeholders of the future of the company / robustness of its strategy.

One stakeholder group concerned with what they hear and read are students, your industry's future leaders. 

EIIL is joining forces with the European Young Chemists Network (EYCN) as they seek reassurance that there 
will be a European chemicals industry for them to graduate into in the short term, and then leadership 

positions for them to move into, in Europe, over the next ten to fifteen years.  

As trade wars affect the existing global trading system, and European chemicals security is starting to be 
debated alongside energy and military security, our EYCN partners have asked us to help them directly 

challenge, and derive some level of reassurance, from leaders of the chemical industry in Europe.

We're seeking four highest level contributors, each for a 20 minute input (possible by interview) to our 
conference 'Leadership in a Time of Crises- the future of the European Chemical Industry' on the afternoon 

(CET) of 6th November. I'd like to ask if you'd consider being one of these.
The purpose of the input would be both to inform and reassure (future) employees of the possible future of 

the chemical sector in Europe. 

We have split the conference to consider two questions: 
Is European chemical supply security possible / sensible ?

(considering the economies of scale, energy costs, US-China trade war, recession, European war etc...), and 
secondly, 

How do we maintain global sustainability leadership ?
(considering energy costs / transition in EU, environmental legislation, impact on competitiveness).

There will be two high level speaker inputs for each question, followed by breakout discussions of mixed 
student / EIIL alumni teams leading to an infographic report of the discussions on both questions as an 

output.

I couldn't think of anyone more appropriate to address the concerns of European chemistry students (and 
EIIL alumni), though I appreciate you've already contributed generously with your time this year.

If you're not able / available, I'd appreciate your delegating this request to an appropriately reassuring / 
inspiring colleague.

In an age marked by climate urgency, geopolitical turmoil, trade wars, and 
with unprecedented access to news,  information and speculation, one 
challenge for industry leaders is to reassure colleagues, investors and other 
stakeholders of the future of their companies and the robustness of its 
strategy.

One stakeholder group concerned with what they hear and read are 
students, industry's future leaders. 

How are today's leaders navigating through these crises to ensure a future 
for the chemical industry in Europe? Will there be a European chemical 
industry for future talents to graduate into in the short term, and then 
leadership positions, in Europe, for them to move into over the next ten to 
fifteen years? Will it remain resilient, innovative, and attractive to the next 
generation? 

This EYCN / EIIL conference aims to both to inform and reassure (future) 
employees of the possible future of the chemical sector in Europe. 

Four high level contributors will consider two questions: 
● Is European chemical supply security possible / sensible? 
● How does Europe maintain global sustainability leadership?

There will be two high level speaker inputs for each question, followed by 
breakout discussions of mixed student and EIIL alumni teams leading to an 
infographic report of the discussions on both questions as an output.

Taking place in Gather.town, this virtual event creates a unique space for 
students and early-career professionals to challenge today’s leaders.
It’s not about passive listening - it’s about challenging ideas, asking the tough 
questions, and exchanging perspectives on what it means to lead through 
uncertainty. 

http://eycn.eu
http://eiil.net/

