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Young chemists’ gateway to Europe

The idea of a young chemist’s network
around Europe sprang into action on 31 March
2007, in Berlin, where young chemist’s repre-
sentatives from 13 Chemical Societies within
EuCheMS met to establish a European Young
Chemists Network (EYCN). EYCN promotes in-
teraction among chemists in European indus-
try,academia, professional institutions and Eu-
ropean government bodies. Through network-
ing, young chemists contribute to the promo-
tion of chemistry and to the development of
European initiatives, including scientific pro-
grams in chemistry and molecular sciences as
wellasother scientificand technological areas.

The aim of EYCN is to provide a platform
within the EuCheMS framework where
young chemists
e present their voice in science, education

and politics. In particular, all areas in-
volving chemistry will be considered;

e discuss features of common interest,
generate and expand new ideas and ini-
tiatives to contribute to the future of sci-
ence and the development of the Euro-
pean Society;

« network with each other to form a sup-
portive community throughout Europe;

« forge new links between academics and
industrialists.

In Berlin five young chemists were elected
in the first Steering Committee of EYCN:
Csaba Janaky (Chair, Hungarian Chemical
Society, janakycsaba@yahoo.com), Emma
Dunphy (Secretary, Swiss Chemical Society
emmadunphy@gmail.com), Jens Breffke
(Public Relations, German Chemical Society,
breffke@web.de), Maria-Cristina Todasca
(Internal Communications, Romanian Che-
mical Society, bmcris@yahoo.com) and Ju-
an-Luis Delgado (Treasurer, Royal Society of
Chemistry of Spain, jldelgad@quim.ucm.es).

Concrete initiatives of EYCN include:

» Creating a job/internship/exchange pro-
gram-database, in order to establish a
place for matching the needs of gradu-
ate and PhD students, post docs and
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other European young chemists with
the demand of industry and academic
institutions,

e organising and promoting events to fa-
cilitate interaction among young chem-
ists and with eminent scientists and se-
nior business people,

e organising and assigning awards and
scholarships for talented young chemists,

e forging links with the European Com-
mission to encourage consultation on
initiatives affecting young chemists,

e promoting collaboration with other
young chemist’s organisations.

One of our current projects refers to the
Young Chemist Award. The 2008 European
Young Chemist Award is intended to show-
case and recognise the excellent research be-
ing carried out by young scientists working in
the chemical sciences and will be presented
at the 2nd EuCheMS Congress in Torino (see
page 2). Thisaward isintended to honour and
encourage younger chemists whose current
research displays a high level of excellence
and distinction. Remuneration will be given
by considering two career levels: the PhD lev-
el and the 35 years old level. For each level
one Gold and two Silver Medals will be pre-
sented at a special Award Ceremony. Further
detailed information will be published soon
on the website of the conference.

Further contacts with young chemists are
welcome! Please contact Cristina Todasca.

Cristina Todasca, bmcris@yahoo.com

The EIT: ‘How’ not ‘if’

The European Institute of Technology (EIT),
or whatever it is finally named, will happen
more slowly than originally intended. But too
much political capital has been invested for it
not to happen.

The Commission plans to establish the EIT
on the model of the MIT, to link the three as-
pects of the 'knowledge triangle' — research,
education and innovation. It will work through
Knowledge and Innovation Communities
(KICs) including the private sector, and excel-
lent teams from research bodies and universi-
ties. The aim is to speed up knowledge-
transfer to boost innovation. But the proposal
has run into trenchant criticism, forcing the
Commission to water down its ambitions.

A Parliamentary hearing in May heard that:
» the proposal is too vague and provides

no added value;

e the ,innovation gap“ between the EU
and the US is due to the amount spent
onR&D;

e the 2.4 billion Euro foreseen for the EIT to
2013 is not a decisive boost in funding

e and the 308 million Euro core EU fund-
ing should be new money.

Despite this, Education Commissioner Jan
Figel, charged with delivering the EIT, immedi-
ately insisted that the question was ‘how’ not
‘if’ the new body would be created, and even
launched a call for KIC pilot projects at the end
of June.

Ministers recently agreed a compromise two
stage proposal with two or three KICs (probably
around energy and climate change issues) from
2009 to 2013, with more to come later.

While MEPs then voted to endorse a
re-named ‘European institute of Innovation
and Technology’ they say ‘new money’ must be
found before they will give final approval. Fin-
ding acompromise looks difficult, but whatev-
er happens seasoned Brussels observers still
expect the EIT to get final approval before the
end of the year and the first KICs to be working
by 2009.
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